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Date: 

To: 

P .  1 813 991 4734 

i-1 
FAX MESSAG 

April 12,2004 

Federal Communications Commission 
Electronic Conimcnt Filing System 

Fax Number: 1-866-41 8-0232 

From: 

Subjcct: Electronic Commcnl Filling System 

Number of Pngcs, including this page: 

I have been unable lo enter your Elcctronic Comment Filing System by on-line 
techniques. I, therefore, rcspcctfdly rrqucst rhnt you rccepl the nltached comments 
on HIM 10867, RM 10868, and RM I0869 as submilled. 

Walter T. Burton, KB 5 BM 
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Rcsponse to The Fedcral C'onirnunicat~ons Kestmcturlng Plans for Amatcur 
Radio Designated as RM 10867, RM 10868, RM 10869, and RM 10870 
From: Walter T Biir~on, KBSRM 

Though Amateur radio's importance to the technical advance of electronic 
communications has been somcwhat reduced, hy military, space, and commercial 
rescarch. it still has significant value in somc special segmcnts of tcchnoloyy and, most 
particularly. in thc development of ficsh and innovative mcans of combining new 
tcchnologies by engaging and focusing the considerablc intcllcct of many amateurs of 
divcrsc intcrePts and backgrounds 

Thc delights of economical global communications with other nationalities and culturcs, 
previously aflbrdcd only by amateur radio. havc been somewhat reduced by the 
widcspread usc orthc Internct, yct, as we all soon Icarn, the lntcrnet is not withottl its 
problcms and docs not provide the varied and random acccss to the so very many peoplc 
ofsuch a diverse cultural and gcographical origin as can be accomplished only by radio 
Amateur radio, therefore, mntinucs to be a valuablc instrument in building bridges of 
understanding betwcen culturcs and nations, a nccd that has steadily grown in importancc 
in  recent years. 

Many bclievcd the widespread advent ofthc cell phonc would largely eliminatc amateur 
radio's value as <an emcrgency communications bridge in  times ofdissster The 9-1 1 
tragedy and subsequent natural dihastcrh have revealed that thinking to bc in crror Cell 
towcrs arc SUbJCCl tu dcstruction as are cell systems, cven those systems with priority 
override, arc subjcct to overloading. We are certainly no lcss susceptible to natural 
disasters and arc lhccd with the added and increasing dimension of act3 of terrorism 
carefully crafted by minds trained to exact the maxlmum horrific etTed and executed by 
individuals devoid ofconsciencc. pity, or fcar We must not do anything that would 
diminibh one iota of our abillty to respond to what is likely to be an cver-growing need in 
this f x c t  of communications 

.Amatcur radio 15, therefore, still a highly valuable. Irrcplaccahle. ashet to our 
communities and our &ion Now in this paiod orpcrceivcd decline in intercst, it nceds 
to be cncouraged i n  evcry feasible way and those amateurs who have studied, and often 
strugslcd. to reach their Icvel ofachicvemcnt, should not now feel penalired by 
shortsightcd, oficn meaninglcss changes in liccnse structure I believe it would be a wise 
and Ggniticantly cncouraging move, and urge the Commission to cilllsc those who havc 
leached thc license levcl of Technician with 5 WPM code to be automatically up-yaded 
to a Gcneral license and t hox  who havc reachcd the license level of Advanced be 
automatically granted an Extra License As a further show of regard and encouragement. 
I suggest that thcse upgradcs be placed into crtect at once 

Continued on page 2 
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Response to The Fcderal Communications Restructuring Plans for Amatcur 
Radio Oesignalcd as RM 10867, RM 10868, RM 10869, and RM 10870 
(Continued) 

As archaic as it may beem to some, I klieve a 5 word-pcr-minute code requirement 
should be made part of future attainment ot Ciencral and Extra Liccnscs. The ability to 
tend and reccive Morsc code is entwined in the birth and earliest days ofour hobby and 
service and, a antiquc and slow ah it may seem, is still a viablc m&s to communicate 
wiih minimal rquipmcnl ~n times of poor propagation, difieult operating condiflons, and 
deliberate intcrl'creoce 

Rcspectfully submitted. 

Walter T Burton, KE35BM 
P 0 Box7529 
Wesley Chapel, FL 33544 
E-mail. wombur@aol corn 


